Environmental policy for Harrow U3A

Background

In September 2022 the U3A UK national office urged all local U3As to have a stated environmental policy and wrote a sample policy for each U3A to consider and adapt.  Harrow U3A’s management asked the Sustainability & Climate Change group to shorten the sample policy and make it clearer.  This proposal is the result.
Scope and rationale

As there is concern amongst u3a members and wider society about climate change, we wish to encourage members to learn how human activities contribute to waste, pollution, global warming and loss of biodiversity. We should aim to favourably adjust our activities to achieve the least impact on the environment individually and as an organization.
Aims/guidelines for management, group leaders and members:

· To help Harrow U3A act in environmentally beneficial ways in everything it does.

· To remind the management committee to consider environmental impacts (and how to reduce them) in its deliberations and decisions.

· To help members learn about the environment and live in environmentally positive ways by providing information, and opportunities for study and dialogue. 

· To encourage Harrow U3A and its members to play environmentally positive roles in the wider community.

· To collaborate with similar local organisations and the wider U3A movement.

· Seek to address our members’ concerns and those of wider society.
Suggested Practical Measures

· Committee members and group leaders will support these measures by raising awareness of ways of minimising environmental impact.

· To consider appointing an Environmental Officer to monitor any environmental issues arising.

· To include environmental concerns into planning, decision making and monthly meetings.

· To consider the impact of and make more sustainable our trips, holidays and activities. 

· Encourage increased membership of the Sustainability and Climate Change group, within our branch.

· Check whether venues operate environmentally responsible policies concerning energy use and have controls. That they use local suppliers where possible and consider encouraging the installation of solar panels for heat and power, heat pumps and wind powered devices. 

· Use crockery not disposables, for refreshments wherever possible.

· Minimise waste and encourage reuse and recycling.

· Encourage travel to meetings and events by walking, car sharing and public transport where available.

· Conduct a survey of members to obtain suggestions on their views on the climate and the environment.

· Draw members’ attention to this policy which will be available on our website.

· Encourage contact and co-operation with local environment groups, local authorities, and other U3A groups and branches.

